
Local	and	Community	TV	
The decision on local and community TV is out! It recognizes the importance for 
Canadians to have access to local programming, and particularly local news that 
meet the needs and interests of Canadians. Read the new policy. 
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Quick	Facts	



• During this process, you reiterated that you place great importance on local 
news to stay informed and that you value community television programming, 
especially in smaller communities 

• The emergence of new media transformed the news and information industry. 
However, new media do not yet have all the resources or expertise they need 
to replace traditional local news. 

• There are currently sufficient sources of funding within the system the creation 
of locally produced, locally reflective programming. 

• The allocation of these funding sources has been reviewed to ensure that local 
programming continues to be of high quality and receive adequate funding. 

• We are instituting new local news thresholds that must be met. 
• We expect broadcasters to fulfill their social responsibility to produce 

programming that informs and reflects local communities. 
• We are setting up the Independent Local News Fund to give independent 

stations access to approximately $23 million to produce high-quality news 
programming. 

• The framework surrounding community television remains valid and relevant in 
providing appropriate support for this programming. 

• We are ensuring that the programming offered by community channels 
continues to reflect local citizens and events. 

  

 

Why keep local programming and Over-The-Air (OTA) 

broadcasting? 

We have taken these steps to ensure that OTA television and local programming 
continue to be available in Canada for a number of reasons. 

• OTA television is widely available and free. Unlike paid television services, 
OTA television provides a viable, free, and convenient way for virtually all 
Canadians (over 32 million viewers, or about 97% of the population) to 
access television programming 

• It helps us stay safe. Local programming offers information on events that 
are important to Canadians, such as approaching weather systems and 
police and other emergency notifications 

• It helps create jobs and develop talent. Local television creates jobs in the 
Canadian broadcasting industry and helps develop Canadian talent 

• It connects Canadians. Local television is where many Canadians turn to for 
local news and regional programming that connects them to their 
communities, their regions, Canada and the world. It is a pillar of our 
democracy that keeps us informed and challenges the way we think about 
the world 

 



A Short History of Local 

Programming and Over-The-Air 

(OTA) Television Broadcasting 
For over 50 years, any Canadian with a TV set has been able to watch television 
programs through over-the-air (OTA) broadcasting – a free wireless television 
service that has typically included a significant amount of local programming. 

Today, alternatives to OTA broadcasting, such as cable, satellite, IPTV and the 
Internet provide Canadians that are willing to pay for them with greater control over 
what they watch and when they watch it. Canadians can now view programs not 
only on television sets but on computers, tablets, and smart phones. 

These new approaches provide Canadians with more choice and convenience. 
However, many Canadians still rely on OTA services and, in particular, local 
television for their news and information programming. 

During Let’s Talk TV: A Conversation with Canadians, Canadians told us that OTA 
television services and local programming continue to play an important role in their 
everyday lives. 

It is also important to point out that with all the new online options available, many 
Canadians who decide to cancel their cable subscriptions could still continue to 
have access to an average of 5 to 9 (or more in certain areas) free high-quality 
channels with an antenna. 

As a result, the CRTC considers that free OTA television is an alternative to cable 
and satellite television that must be maintained for now (see Broadcasting 
Regulatory Policy 2015-24). Should broadcasters choose to shut-down OTA 
transmitters, they will lose certain regulatory privileges, such as their mandatory 
carriage on the basic package of channels offered by cable and satellite companies 
and the ability to request simultaneous substitution (For more information about 
simultaneous substitution, see Seeing Canadian Commercials on American 
Channels). 

 


